
 

 

 

AT THE CPA MEETING NEW PROPOSALS FOR CHANGE 

Some important issues about cycling were discussed during the annual CPA 
meeting yesterday in Milan.  
All members of the national professional racers associations of the union did 
attend the meeting, first of all The president of the CPA Gianni Bugno, the 
vice president Pipe Gomez and all the members of the Steering Committee. 
Key topic of the meeting was the tsunami caused by the Armstrong case. The 
CPA will ask in the next few day Pat Mc Quaid for a meeting in order to talk 
about the opportunity of setting up an independent doping control commission 
with at least one expert indicated by the CPA. 
The Armstrong affaire is devastating not only for the involvement of one of the 
greatest champions of cycling, but also for the loss of credibility and authority 
of the institutions established to guide this sport. Runners cannot tolerate that 
there are doubts about the correct application of sports justice. It’s the duty of 
the sports leadership to ensure a fair and equal system for everyone and the 
UCI, after these facts have emerged from the Armstrong case, it can’t 
guarantee for the application of the sports justice. 
The CPA strongly believes that the fight against doping has to continue but 
that the first step in this direction is the guarantee of a fair fight  for everyone.  
Some important new features that were discussed during the CPA’s meeting 
did consider the establishment of a sort of joint agreement for the Continental 
teams. This category cannot be anymore tolerated without some real rules in 
order to define the activity with the racers, their contracts, payrolls, health 
checks etc. The CPA has some proposals to submit to the UCI for these 
teams that can be hopefully accepted by the federations of each country. 
New proposals also about the method of ranking points: the riders ask that 
also the assistants can earn them, not only the team leaders.  
Last but not least, the CPA has confirmed its intention to continue the 
discussions with the teams to further improve the joint agreement that is the 
basis of the employment contracts for the pros. After obtaining an increase 
this year of the minimum wages Gianni Bugno and his staff are still working 
on a new and improving insurance formula for the riders. 
During the last CPA Assembly its Secretary David Chassot has presented the 
balance of the past year. Since the Bugno management  took over the 
union’s expenses got reduced more than a half compared to the previous 



 

 

 

management and the budget surplus can be used in some future initiative for 
the riders. 

This year the CPA - which also has a new website www.cpacycling.com 
where you can find the union’s latest activities, press releases and the most 
important rules - wants to increase the number of meetings with the riders in 
order to show the activities of  the association. Gianni Bugno in person will 
visit different  teams during their training sessions and get their thoughts and 
feedbacks to become and even stronger representative of the riders. 
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